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I. The description of academic component 

 

 

 

Indicator Name  

Field of knowledge, 

educational and 

professional programme / 

education and research 

program, education level 

 

Characteristics of  the 

academic component 

Full-time form of 

education 

29 International Relations, 

Specialty 291 International 

Relations, Public 

Communications and 

Regional Studies,  

International Information 

and Public 

Communications, Master 

 

Normative 

Year of study: 1st  

 

Number of hours / 

credits 

 

120 / 4 

  

Semester: 1st   

Lectures1         28   h. 

Seminars2      26 h. 

 

Independent work    58 h. 

Consultations       8  h. 

Form of control:  exam. 

Language of education: English 

 

 

II. Information about the instructor 

Name Nataliia Karpchuk 

Scientific Degree Doctor of Political Sciences 

Academic Title Professor 

Title Professor of the International Communications and Political Analysis Department 

Contacts Natalia.Karpchuk@vnu.edu.ua, 097 494 3183 

Days Classes  according to the schedule (http://94.130.69.82/cgi-bin/timetable.cgi) 

 

III. Description of the academic component 

1. A Course Abstract 

Concept of "strategic communications", their components. Narratives in strategic 

communications. National interests in strategic communications of states. Security component of 

strategic communications. Destructive communications in hybrid warfare. The connection of 

strategic communications with the foreign policy of the state. Counteraction to destructive 

information and hybrid influences. Strategic communications of the EU. The EU's 

countermeasures against the spread of radicalism and extremism. Strategic communications of 

NATO. Civil protection, humanitarian aid and peacekeeping activities as components of strategic 

communications. 

2. Goal and tasks of the academic component 

The purpose of the course is to provide knowledge about the essence of strategic 

communications in the context of security challenges of international actors. 

                                                 
1 In the case of a small group, the number of hours may be reduced. 
2 In the case of a small group, the number of hours may be reduced. 

mailto:Natalia.Karpchuk@vnu.edu.ua
http://94.130.69.82/cgi-bin/timetable.cgi


The main tasks of the course are to study the basic categories and concepts of strategic 

communications, to develop and improve the skills of analyzing strategic communications tools, 

which are used by participants in international relations. 

Prerequisites: no. 

Post-requisites: Information support of foreign policy activities, Informational and 

prognostic instruments in International Relations, Analysis of regional security, Qualification 

work, Qualification exam. 

 

3. Learning outcomes (competencies) 

 

 Effects Criterion 

code 

 

 

General 

competencies  

Ability to conduct research at an appropriate level. GC 1 

Ability to learn and master modern knowledge. GC 2 

Ability to identify, pose and solve problems GC 3 

Ability to generate new ideas (creativity). GC 5 

Ability to work in an international context. GC 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special 

(professional)   

competencies 

 

The ability to argue the choice of ways to solve problems 

of a professional nature in the field of international 

relations, public communications and regional studies, 

critically evaluate the obtained results and justify the 

decisions made. 

 

SC 3 

Ability to analyze global processes and their impact on 

international and social relations, political and social 

systems. 

 

SС 4 

Ability to analyze and forecast international relations in 

various contexts, including political, security, legal, 

economic, social, cultural and information. 

SС 5 

The ability to identify and analyze the peculiarities of the 

development of countries and regions, modern global, 

regional and local processes, and Ukraine's place in 

them. 

SС 9 

Ability to self-study, maintain an appropriate level of 

knowledge, readiness to acquire new level of knowledge, 

increase one's expertise and level of qualification. 

SС 10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Education 

outcomes 

To know and understand the nature of the sources and 

directions of the evolution of international relations, 

international politics, the foreign policy of states, the 

state of theoretical studies of international relations and 

world politics. 

EO 01 

To analyze and evaluate the problems of international 

and national security, international and internationalized 

conflicts, approaches, methods and mechanisms of 

ensuring security in the international space and in the 

foreign policy of states. 

EO 04 

To identify, assess and forecast political, diplomatic, 

security, social and other risks in the field of 
EO 06 



international relations and global development. 

To formulate modeling tasks, create and research 

models of objects and processes of international 

relations, foreign policy, public communications and 

regional studies. 

EO 12 

 

4. Structure of the academic component 

Titles of content modules and topics 

 T
o
ta

l 

L
ec

. 

S
em

. 

  
In

d
ep

. 

w
o
rk

 

C
o
n

s.
 Control/ points 

Content module 1. Information dimension of strategic communications  

Topic 1. Strategic communications, their 

components 

14 4 2 7 1 DS,  SGW , P,  

PM/CM, 

6 points  

Topic 2. Destructive communications in hybrid 

warfare 

16 4 4 7 1 DS,  SGW , P,  

PM/CM, 

6+6 points 

Topic 2. Media as a tool of strategic 

communications. Media literacy 

10 2 2 6  DS,  SGW , P,  

PM/CM,  

 6 points 

Topic 3. Strategic communications of NATO 11 2 2 6 1 DS,  SGW , P,  

PM/CM, 6 

points   

  

Topic 4. Case-study of strategic 

communications of states 

11 2 2 6 1 DS,  SGW , P,  

PM/CM,   

 7 points 

Total for content module 1 62 14 12 32 4  37 

Content module 2. Security dimension of strategic communications  

Topic 5. EU strategic communications in the 

context of common security policy 

16 4 4 7 1 DS,  SGW , P,  

PM/CM 6+6 

points 

Topic 6. The EU's fight against Russian 

propaganda and IS extremism 

16 4 4 7 1 DS,  SGW , P,  

PM/CM 6+6 

points 

Topic 7. Civil protection, humanitarian efforts 

and peacekeeping activities as components of 

EU strategic communications 

15 4 4 6 1 DS,  SGW , P,  

PM/CM, 6+6 

points 

Topic 8. Strategic communications of Ukraine 11 2 2 6 1 DS,  SGW , P,  

PM/CM  

7 points 

Total for content module 2 58 14 14 26 4 43 

 MTR – 60 

points 

Current control: (37 points + 43 points)/2 (content modules) = 40 points 



Control methods: DS – discussion, DB – debate, T – tests, TR – training, PM/CM – 

problems/cases management, IST/ISW – individual task/individual work of the student, SGW – 

work in small groups, MTP/TP – module test paper/test paper, Ab – abstract, analytical note, 

analytical essay, analysis of the work, P - presentation. 

 

 

5. Tasks for independent work. 

Independent work includes the theoretical study of issues related to the topics of lecture 

classes that were not included in the theoretical course, or were considered very briefly, their 

in-depth study according to the recommended literature, as well as the completion of 

homework in order to consolidate the theoretical material, study the literature for preparation 

for seminar classes, preparation for the exam. 

 

 

Components of students’ independent work 

 

Hours 

reading literature for classes 20 

preparation of report / presentation 18 

preparation for modular control work 10 

preparation for the exam 10 

Total hours 58 

 

IV. Evaluation Policy 

The teacher's policy regarding the student 

Attending lectures is an individual decision of the master. But absence from seminar 

classes must be justified by objective reasons (for example, illness, international internship, 

participation in scientific events, employment, etc.). In this case, training can take place 

according to an individual plan in agreement with the teacher. 

In the conditions of martial law or quarantine restrictions, the educational process at the 

university can be carried out in a mixed form of education, namely: face-to-face in the classroom 

or remotely in Microsoft Teams. 

 

Academic Integrity Policy. 

Zero tolerance for write-offs. Plagiarism and copying during the performance of written 

assignments (in particular, using mobile devices) are gross violations of the principle of 

academic integrity and are unacceptable in the process of studying the course. 

 

Deadlines and Rescheduling Policy. 

All theoretical tasks are submitted on the day of the seminar. Working students coordinate 

the assignment schedule with the teacher. Missed classes are passed only if there is confirmation 

of a valid reason for the absence (certificate of absence due to illness or a statement about the 

need to miss classes).  

If the student has completed the training and received the relevant Certificate, then the 

topic/topics of the discipline or modular test papers (work) can be counted (depends on the 

subject of the training and is decided separately in each individual case). 

If a student has undergone training under the project "EU Strategic Communications: 

Counteraction to Destructive Influences" of the ERASMUS+ program, Jean Monnet Module 

(No. 101047033 ERASMUS-JMO-2021-MODULE)", he/she may not attend the lectures and 

will be evaluated based on the results of the Project Certificate and final module test. 

Total: 120 28  26 58 8 100 



Passing and retaking the exam from the course is regulated by the Regulation on current 

and final assessment of knowledge of students of higher education of Volyn National University 

named after Lesya Ukrainka (https://ed.vnu.edu.ua/wp-

content/uploads/2022/08/2022_Polozhprootzin%D0%A0%D0%B5% 

D0%B4_%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B4%D0%9C%D0%95%D0%94.pdf) . 

 

 

V. Final Control 

The form of final control is an exam. However, if the student received a total of at least 

75 points for all types of work, he/she may not pass the exam. If he/she has 75 points or more, 

but wants to improve their result, he/she passes the exam. The exam is conducted orally. The 

exam card includes 3 questions. On the exam, the student receives from 0 to 60 points. The total 

number of points for the course is 100. It is formed as the sum of points for the current 

assessment (40 points) and the final assessment (60 points). 

 

Questions to prepare for the exam: 

1. The emergence and evolution of the concept of "strategic communications" 

2. Public diplomacy as a component of strategic communications 

3. International PR as a component of strategic communications 

4. Information and psychological operations as a component of strategic communications 

5. Destructive communications, their forms 

6. Hybrid warfare 

7. Hybrid influences 

8. Media in promoting the national interest of the state 

9. Media in shaping the image of the state and its leadership 

10. Media as a tool of destructive propaganda 

11. Media literacy as a countermeasure against negative media influence 

12. Specifics of NATO strategic communications 

13. NATO StraCom in promoting a positive image of the Alliance and clarifying NATO's 

mission 

14. Work with the target audience 

15. Security policy of the EU 

16. Understanding strategic communications in the EU 

17. Institutionalization of the EU strategic committee 

18. EU StratCom missions 

19. East StratCom – interaction with Eastern Partnership countries 

20. EUvsDisinfo. 

21. Activities of EU StratComs in the Balkans and North Africa 

22. Counteraction to the spread of ideas of extremism and radicalism 

23. Civil protection in the EU 

24. EU humanitarian aid 

25. Peacekeeping activities of the EU 

26. Institutionalization of strategic communications in Ukraine 

27. Promotion of the national interest of Ukraine abroad 

28. Fight against destructive propaganda and fakes 

 

VI. Grading Scale 

 

Scores Linguistic 

Grade  

ECTS Grading Scale 

Grade 

 

Definition 

90-100 Excellent A outstanding 

https://ed.vnu.edu.ua/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/2022_Polozhprootzin%D0%A0%D0%B5%25%20D0%B4_%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B4%D0%9C%D0%95%D0%94.pdf
https://ed.vnu.edu.ua/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/2022_Polozhprootzin%D0%A0%D0%B5%25%20D0%B4_%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B4%D0%9C%D0%95%D0%94.pdf
https://ed.vnu.edu.ua/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/2022_Polozhprootzin%D0%A0%D0%B5%25%20D0%B4_%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B4%D0%9C%D0%95%D0%94.pdf


performance 

82-89 Very good 

B 

above the average 

standard 

75-81 Good C generally sound work 

67-74 Satisfactory D not bad 

60-66 Sufficiently 

E 

performance meets 

the minimum criteria 

1-59 Fail Fx needed to retake 
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